
BOROUGH OF ESSEX FELLS 
 

October 20, 2020 

Halloween 2020 in Essex Fells 

The Borough Council and I believe it is important for children in Essex Fells to have the opportunity to go 
trick-or-treating this Halloween.  At the same time, for the health and safety of all members of our 
community, it is appropriate for the Borough and residents to modify our customary approach to the 
holiday.  Accordingly, we offer the following guidelines for Halloween 2020 in Essex Fells: 

• Trick-or-treating hours on Saturday, October 31 are 3 to 9 p.m.  We encourage parents, 
especially those with younger children, to limit trick-or-treating to daylight hours.  Please 
observe customary Halloween precautions regarding visibility.  Be alert to traffic, make sure 
children are visible to drivers and be wary of costumes that might inhibit a child’s vision. 
 

• Those who plan to trick-or-treat should limit the size of their groups.  Social distancing should 
be practiced by all who are not in the same household.  Please consider staying local (meaning 
your own neighborhood) and limit the number of houses on your route.  We would like to limit 
crowds this year, and discourage the usual tendency for all trick-or-treaters to visit the same 
two or three neighborhoods.   
 

• Wootton Road will not be closed and barricaded, and police will not be directing traffic at the 
intersection of Runnymede and Wootton Roads.  If you do not live on Wootton Road or within 
safe walking distance of Wootton Road, please choose another neighborhood to visit this year.  
Please do not park on Wootton Road on Halloween, and do not gather in groups in the roadway. 
 

• Opting in or out of hosting trick-or-treaters:  We appreciate that some residents will not be 
comfortable with children coming to their home this year.  Trick-or-treaters should be alert to 
that possibility and everyone should respect residents’ personal choices.  If you do not want 
trick-or-treaters to visit your home, please keep your porch or other front door lights off.  If 
you welcome trick-or-treaters, turn your porch or other front door lights on.  Signs are not 
required.  However, if your lights are not readily visible during the daytime or you think it would 
help avoid confusion, consider putting a sign outside indicating your preference (for example, 
“Trick-or-Treaters Welcome!” or “Sorry.  See you next year.”). 
 

• The New Jersey Department of Health has issued guidance for Halloween, which can be found 
at: https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/NJ_Halloween_2020.pdf. 
Please review and observe the DOH recommendations.  In particular, we would like to 
emphasize the following for Borough residents: 
 

o For those putting out treats: Instead of placing treats directly in the bags of trick-or-
treaters or filling communal bowls that multiple hands reach into, please arrange 
individually-packaged candy in a way so trick-or-treaters can grab and go without 
multiple pieces being touched.  Consider the following options: 
 Good option: Limit interaction or contact with trick-or-treaters, wear a mask 

https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/NJ_Halloween_2020.pdf


when individuals come to the door, and regularly wash hands. 
 Better option: Leave treats on a table on your porch or another place where 

they may be easily accessed while adhering to social distancing requirements. 
 

o All individuals should wear a face mask to mitigate against COVID-19 exposure. Costume 
masks are not an acceptable substitute but can be supplemented with a cloth or 
disposable mask. Children under two should not wear a cloth mask. 

 
o No one should participate in trick-or-treating activities if they or a household member 

have a known exposure to COVID-19, are sick/symptomatic, or have been diagnosed 
with COVID-19 and have not yet met the criteria for discontinuing isolation.   

 
• Parties and Other Indoor Gatherings:  As recommended by the Department of Health, avoid 

large indoor and outdoor parties, and keep up with the most current State of New Jersey 
restrictions on gatherings.  We would go further than simply focusing on numerical limits, and 
encourage you to be responsible when considering whether to host or attend an indoor 
gathering of any size.  Daily cases in the State have roughly tripled since mid-September and 
indoor gatherings in private homes are a source of concern.  In addition to considering the 
increased health risk for attendees, please remember that a single “super-spreader” event could 
have a materially detrimental impact on local schools and activities valued by our community.    
 

The Borough Council and I thank you for your cooperation with these guidelines, and for your continued 
civic-minded approach during this unusual year.  We hope you and your families enjoy a safe and very 
happy Halloween.  

Sincerely, 

Edward A. Davis 
Mayor 
Borough of Essex Fells 
 
 


